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DDG engaged world-
class engineers for 
the land reclamation. 
Golf courses, water-
way parks, canals, and 
urban marinas give 
each island district 
specific appeal.

Worldwide, great cities engage the waterfront creating unique destinations. However 
the region, with its significant shorelines, still lacked a grand waterfront destination.  

Our team began the design process by researching the world’s great 
waterfront cities – Venice, Amsterdam, New York, Baltimore – and 
conceptualized Kapuk Naga Indah as several “island cities” along the 
coast. With the finest residential and commercial features, the seven 
districts are livable communities offering shopping, entertainment,  
offices, services, and schools within walking distance. Bicycle 

trails abound, water is celebrated everywhere, and people live in sustainable excellence. 
Indonesia will grow by five square miles as Kapuk Naga Indah transforms the Java coastline. 

the design for kapuk naga Indah conceived an 
entirely new coastline, northwest of Jakarta, 
creating an immense urban waterfront destination.

site area  | 25,194 acres / 10,200 hectares

 client  | PT. Kapuk Naga Indah
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Each of Kapuk Naga Indah’s islands draw 
inspiration from a great world metropolis – 
Watertown, a vibrant and dense New York-style 
urban core with a large central park; Canal  
City, reminiscent of Amsterdam’s canals and 
intimate bridge walkways; Emerald Point, 
evocative of the spectacular waterways of 
Venice; Golf Island, offering the lifestyle of 
the world’s great seaside golf courses; and 
City Walk’s urban central business district, 
redolent of San Francisco’s Fisherman’s Wharf.  
DDG studied these memorable cities in detail 
for the design elements that contribute to 
outstanding urban spaces.

Another design principle was the use of water 
in innovative ways: from small waterways with 
lush green edges, to canal streets for urban 
living; from luxury lakefront villas to apartments 
and offices with spectacular ocean views. 

Finally, the desire for a low-carbon city meant 
planning that promotes walking, prioritizes 
bicycle networks, supports high-quality transit,  
and matches density to transit capacity, all 
carefully integrated with need-appropriate 
commercial facilities, from large shopping 
malls to town cores and small neighborhood 
centers for everyday needs. 

each area celebrates water, from 
intimate parks to inviting harbors.

Each district exhibits 
a unique identity: 
each island has an  
urban core and mixed-
use waterfronts that 
become recreational 
and entertainment 
destinations.
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Kapuk Naga Indah’s Riverwalk is inspired by the world-famous San 
Antonio Riverwalk in Texas. For Jakarta, the inclusion of water in 
a park setting is virtually unknown; the intimate scale of Riverwalk 
and the sense of place – lush gardens, water taxis, riverfront cafes 
and shops, floating restaurants, intimate bridges, and pedestrian 
walkways free of traffic – produces a profoundly magnetic attraction. 
Each element encourages collective experiences and human 
interaction. The neighborhoods of the island districts feature 

architectural styles appropriate to theme, from ultra-contemporary 
to old world. In the case of Riverwalk, a southwestern atmosphere 
is essential. All communities are gated; amenities include children’s 
parks, playgrounds and botanical gardens, while colleges, schools, 
and universities are within walking or cycling distance. Even the 
crests of dike serve as parks, creating ocean promenades, bikeways, 
and expansive gathering spaces for events. 

All areas adjoining 
Riverwalk respect its  
significance and ex-
press creative design  
that engages the  
human spirit and each  
person’s relationship 
to the water.
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ISLAND TROPICAL-STYLE MAIN STREET ELEVATION

TRADITIONAL-STYLE MAIN STREET ELEVATION

EUROPEAN-STYLE MAIN STREET ELEVATION

CONTEMPORARY-STYLE MAIN STREET ELEVATION
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Each island is protected by broad dikes designed to withstand typhoons or tsunamis for 
over a century, while ocean locks provide sea access for boats kept in the marinas inside 
the dikes. The scope of planning includes a new airport, an entire new highway system, 
bridges, electrical and residential water treatment systems, plus systems ensuring free 
flow of the parkland streams and canals for aesthetic appeal.
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In addition to high-rise 
living, Kapuk Naga 
Indah offers districts 
of clustered courtyard 
housing, single-family  
homes, and loft-style 
residential over retail 
shops.
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