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Situated on the ancient Dubai Creek, water 
becomes the unifying framework of the Dubai 
Festival City master plan. Phase I of this world-class 
project features 2.6 million square feet of retail, 
entertainment and hospitality venues. With 19,000 
residences, Dubai Festival City – aptly titled “a city 
within a city” – also offers villages, a downtown, and 
even public services such as schools. 

Including four international hotels, over ninety 
restaurants and cafes, a 175,000-square-foot food 
market, and a 245,000-square-foot IKEA destination 
store, a twelve-screen cinema complex, a family 
entertainment center, a bowling alley, championship 
golf course and the luxury Festival Marina, Dubai 
Festival City is an unparalleled waterfront destination 
for luxury lifestyle living in the Middle East.

 site area  | 420 acres / 170 hectares 

total GBA phase I  | 2,600,000 sq ft / 241,636 sq m

 client  | Al Futtaim Investments

 PlAnnInG

Dubai Festival City – elegant international  
sophistication and style.

The heart of Dubai Festival City is Festival Centre, a sparkling 
setting combining specialty retail, traditional mall stores, big boxes 
and restaurants along a 2.5-mile waterfront. “The Hub”, to the 
northwest of the Festival Marina, features an up-market downtown 
style and hosts a selection of urban nightlife choices. The second 
pavilion, “Taste”, showcases a family-friendly collection of eateries 
and entertainment options. “Trade Routes”, contained in the third 
pavilion, offers culturally iconic dining experiences from around  
the world. 

An international market evokes the energy and visual drama of a 
traditional souk, and linking the pavilions, a 500-meter-long creek-
side pedestrian promenade called “The Canal Walk” is lined with 
waterfront shops and cafes – which visitors can access by water taxi. 

Festival Square, a waterside performance area over 40,000 square 
feet, provides a natural space for community events and people-
watching. Conveniences such as an air-conditioned walkway to 
connect the Festival Centre and the retail park, and 6,500 
underground parking spaces have also been integrated. 

With Dubai’s rapidly growing population, Festival City has been 
planned to house and provide employment for about 77,000 people 
in an environment supporting easy access: Dubai International 
Airport is less than a mile away, and the Ras Al Khor Bridge feeds 
directly into the city. 
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