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news briefs

Watters Creek Becomes LEED Certified

Watters Creek at Montgomery Farm in Allen, Texas has recently obtained LEED certification through the LEED
Core and Shell 2.0 rating system. Watters Creek is the first retail development in the state of Texas to be LEED
certified by the Green Building Certification Institute (GBCI). DDG designed Watters Creek in 2007 creating a unique
resort-style mixed-use commercial center for North Texas. With a vertically dense design, this 52-acre project
incorporates a complete mix of uses, including a large creek side village green; interactive public art; a variety
of retail options; restaurants, featuring al fresco dining and water views; office space; and residential lofts. A
true “live, work, play” lifestyle destination, Watters Creek’s design and development draws inspiration from the
adjacent Montgomery Farm, an ecologically-sensitive residential development nestled within woodland habitats
and the Connemara Conservancy, a private land trust. The master plan design architecture creates a “memory-
making place” that exudes a profound respect for the land. The rolling topography gives way to atypical undulating
shopping streets and buildings; an existing meadow is preserved to become a central public gathering green; and
the presence of a small trickling brook is celebrated by elevating its prominence through the addition of ponds and
water’s-edge treatments to become the central creek bed that defines much of the project’s identity today. Some
of the sustainable design features include water conservation through the use of water efficient plumbing fixtures
and the use of on-site water collection for irrigation, increased insulation for energy efficiency, reflective roofing
material reducing the heat island effect, increased green space including the addition of over 500 trees and the
preservation of existing trees, the creation of an on-site recycling program for retailers as well as consumers and
compact higher density development.
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The National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) had
predicted that we would. On June 3rd the Center released
a study indicating that over the next three months oil from
the April Gulf of Mexico spill would combine with the loop
current and make its way up the Atlantic Coast. On June 29th
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
determined that the oil is not the threat to the loop current it
originally was and feel it is unlikely it will reach even the coast
of the Carolinas.

The oil spill still has the potential to become one of the United
States most devastating environmental disasters in history.
It has already surpassed Exxon Valdez in quantity and is the
worst oil spill to occur in the Gulf. According to the National
Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) there are currently
eight national parks in danger.

Want to help? There are many organizations acccepting
donations to help the wildlife, the volunteers and the cleanup
effort:

- United Way Gulf Recovery Fund

- National Wildlife Federation Gulf Oil Spill Restoration Fund
- Nature Conservancy

- Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research

- Audubon Nature Institute

- Save Our Seabirds

- Gulf Coast Oil Spill Volunteers

- Greater New Orleans Foundation

- Catholic Charities

ARE TRASH & RECYCLING

RECESSION PROOF?

The good news: people are recycling at the highest rate
ever, and due to the recession consumers are buying less
and reusing more, therefore are producing less trash.

While it is definitely a bonus for the environment that
a smaller amount of trash is being dumped in landfills,
the fact that consumers are buying less has caused
the values of raw materials to drop dramatically. This
decrease in demand has forced recycling centers to layoff
staff, significantly reduce collection or close all together.
Smaller sorting staff and no pick up has resulted in much
more recyclables settling in the landfill. Primarily it is
smaller communities that are affected the most however
larger metropolitan cities like Atlanta and Los Angeles are
also feeling the impact.

One year ago the Baltimore City Bureau of Solid Waste
introduced the One Plus One program in order to increase
efficiency, reduce cost and encourage recycling. Trash
collection was reduced to once a week while recycling
collection was actually increased from every other week to
once a week. One efficient aspect of the program includes
removing Monday from the pick-up schedule as many
public holidays tend to fall on Mondays. Additionally, an
earlier start time and better route schedule gets crews off
of major roads during peak hours.

Some facts & figures (July-December 2009):

- residential refuse decreased by 25% from same time
previous year

- residential recycling increased by 55% from same time
previous year

Find more information about
recycling in Baltimore City at:

gr\egerbaltimore

DDGgreen



how to g% green ..

One of the easiest and most effective ways you can go green at home is to clean with environmentally-
friendly products. We've all seen the huge selection of “green” products available at grocery, discount and
specialty stores. To help consumers narrow down their choices to the best, the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has developed the Design for the Environment program to acknowledge companies and
products that are good for the environment. Products marked with the Design for the Environment label
comply with strict guidelines regarding items such as pollutants, VOCs (volatile organic compounds),
and packaging.

Some of the more recognizable names that have been approved include:

& Grarks method.
Laundry Detergent All Surface Cleaner
Natural All-Purpose Cleaner Autodish Tab

Natural Bathroom Cleaner

Natural Compostable Cleaning Wipes

Natural Dilutable Cleaner

Natural Dishwashing Liquid
Natural Glass and Surface Cleaner
Natural Glass Cleaner

Natural Toilet Bowl Cleaner

martha stewart

iclean

All-Purpose Cleaner

Bathroom Cleaner

Carpet Spot-remover

Dish Hand Soap

Dishwasher Detergent

Fabric Softener

Glass & Mirror Cleaner

Laundry Detergent 2X Concentrate
Toilet Bowl Cleaner

Wood Floor Cleaner

Hand Dish Liquid
Multi-Surface Dilutable Cleaner

Cleaning Wipes

Daily Granite Spray Cleaner
Daily Shower Spray
Dilutable Cleaner

Dish Cubes

Dish Soap

Flushable Tub & Tile Wipes
Foaming Handwash + refill
Best in Glass Cleaner

Daily Granite Wipes
Handwash + refill

Leather Love Wipes

O-Mop Floor Cleaner

Le Scrub

Steel for Real Spray Cleaner
Steel for Real Wipes

Lil’ Bowl! Blu

Tub & Tile Cleaner

Wood for Good Spray Cleaner
Wood for Good Wipes
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All Purpose Cleaner
Bathroom Cleaner

Glass and Surface Cleaner
Laundry Soil & Stain Remover
Toilet Bowl Cleaner
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JULY 11
Native Berry Festival BUILDING
12:00 - 5:00pm mETTRTE

Herring Run Park
http://baywatersheds.org

JULY 11 BALTIMORE
Concert in Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park F
6:00 - 7:30pm STIVA

Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park
www.parksandpeople.org

JULY 15

LEED ND: Credit by Credit Review Webinar
1:00 - 2:30pm

$60 members; $75 non-members
www.baltimoregreenworks.com

JULY 16-18

Artscape

Check website for locations and times
www.artscape.org
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AUGUST 7

Gardening Workshop

2:00pm

Participation Park
www.baltimoregreenworks.com

AUGUST 7-8
International Festival

all day

Poly/Western High School

www.baltimore.org

AUGUST 12

Composting in the City

6:00 - 7:30pm

The Baltimore Free Farm

for more info call 410-448-5663 x128
community.greening@parksandpeople.org

AUGUST 27- SEPTEMBER 6
Maryland State Fair

all day
www.marylandstatefair.com

SEPTEMBER 9

Beekeeping 102

6:00 - 7:30pm

Baltimore Honey Office

for more info call 410-448-5663 x128
community.greening@parksandpeople.org

SEPTEMBER 21

Home Energy Audits

7:00 - 9:00pm

Montgomery College

$55
www.greenbuildinginstitute.org

SEPTEMBER 24-26

Baltimore Book Festival

all day, Mount Vernon Place
www.baltimorebookfestival.com
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